
COMMISSIONER MEETING OF MARCH 23, 2021 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of 
Public Meetings was ready by Deputy Mayor Kasko.  After the Pledge of Allegiance and 
moment of silence, roll call was taken.  In attendance were Deputy Mayor Kasko, and 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor and 
Borough Clerk.  Mayor Rochford was absent. 
 
Deputy Mayor Kasko announced the proclamation for Nation Library Week (April 4-10, 
2021).  Eric Zino, the library Director, thanked the Commissioners for this recognition.  He 
further stated it is an honor for him to work in the Haddonfield Public Library and 
acknowledged that there were many challenges over this last year and tipped his hat to 
the amazing library staff and Library Board of Trustees for all their hard work.  Amy 
Goodworth, Library Board of Trustees President, thanked the Commissioners for this 
proclamation, as well as the library staff for all of their hard work during these challenging 
times.  She finished by commenting that one of her neighbors has told her that our library 
has saved their family during the pandemic. 
 
Deputy Mayor Kasko then announced the Lions Sight Awareness Month proclamation 
and noted that he and Commissioner Bianco Bezich are both members of the Lions Club, 
which was chartered in 1944.  In addition to the Lions’ support of our local organization, 
they are proud sponsors of the sight awareness campaign.  Joyce Albrecht, current 
President of the organization, stated that it was her honor to accept this proclamation.  
She further stated that the Lions are dedicated to empowering people who are blind, 
both locally and around the world.  The Lions are always ready to serve.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich thanked all the fellow Lions for the work they do. 
 
The Alcohol Awareness Month proclamation was then presented by Deputy Mayor 
Kasko, who noted the importance of letting residents know that there is a wide range of 
public information available on this issue.  He would like to being awareness of this issue 
to the school children and to provide hope to people in our community who struggle 
with this issue.  Melissa Wheatcroft, President of the Haddonfield Municipal Alliance 
Commission, thanked the Commissioners for their continued support and the shared 
campaign on drug and alcohol abuse.  She looks forward to continuing to raise 
awareness of these issues. 
 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich then presented the proclamation naming April as 
Haddonfield Sculpture Month to Stuart Harting, founder of Haddonfield Outdoor 
Sculpture Trust (HOST) and commented on how our community is enriched by the art and 
sculptures that are available to view by all.  She also thanked Mr. Harting for his work and 
noted that April 24th is International Sculpture Day.  Mr. Harting thanked the 
Commissioners for the proclamation.  He announced that during the height of the 
pandemic the Trust was able to install a giraffe sculpture and a lion bench in the Sculpture 
Zoo at Tatem Gardens.  Susan Baltake also announced that there is a new animal coming 
to the zoo; a 450-pound baby elephant.  She noted that there is a naming contest 
currently going on for this elephant for any that are interested in making a submission. 
 



Ordinance 2021-04 was then introduced for public hearing and second reading, which 
amends Chapter 232 for handicapped parking.  Deputy Mayor Kasko briefly explained 
the addition of a new handicapped parking spot on Snowden Avenue.  As there were 
no questions asked at this time, Deputy Mayor Kasko made a motion to close the public 
hearing ad adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 
 
Deputy Mayor Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved the following 
resolutions with no questions asked: 
 
2021-03-23-041 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 
2021-03-23-042 Authorization for Emergency Temporary Appropriations 
 
Resolution 2021-03-23-043 was then introduced, which approved the Girls’ Day Out event 
for the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC.   Mr. Rusc, Bellevue Avenue, asked how this event 
was advertised to the public.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that advertising was 
done through the DowntownHaddonfield.com website, as well as press releases, 
Facebook and other social media outlets for the participating businesses.  The resolution 
was then approved unanimously when there were no further questions asked. 
 
Resolution 2021-03-23-044, which authorized the continued membership in a Mutual Aid 
and Assistance Agreement with Participating Units within Camden County, was then 
approved unanimously with no questions asked. 
 
Once Resolution 2021-03-23-045 was introduced, which authorized the submission of a 
grant application for the 2021 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to install a 
fitness court in Wheeler Park.  Edward DeMarco, Upland Way, asked for a specific 
location within Wheeler Park.  The Borough Administrator replied that this project is in the 
idea phase at this point and that Wheeler Park is a tentative location.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich stated that the CDBG grants are geared towards seniors and those with 
disabilities.  The inclusion of Wheeler Park at this time was its proximity to the Senior Center, 
but there is no firm location at this point.  The Commissioners then voted unanimously to 
approve the resolution when there were no further questions asked. 
 
Deputy Mayor Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved the following 
resolutions with no questions asked: 
 
2021-03-23-046 Authorization to Extend Participation in Bid A-2/2020 in the Camden 

County Cooperative Pricing System (#57-CCCPS) for Office Supplies 
2021-03-23-047 Authorization to Extend Participation in Bid A-48/2020 in the Camden 

County Cooperative Pricing System (#57-CCCPS) for Copy Paper, 
Computer Paper and Envelopes 

 
Next, Resolution 2021-03-23-048 was introduced, which authorized appointments to 
various boards.  Mr. Rusc asked who runs the Business Improvement District board; is it 
privately or publicly run.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that this the Partnership for 
Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) was formed to manage the Improvement District separately from 
the Borough, although the two entities do share some of the expenses.  Mr. Rusc then 



asked who elects the board members.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that there is 
an ordinance that lists specific classes of members.  New members are recommended 
by PfH to the Commissioners, who approve the appointments.  Deputy Mayor Kasko also 
noted that PfH is from the Borough, but does receive tax money that is collected on their 
behalf by the Borough. 
 
Resolution 2021-03-23-049 was then introduced, which approved various general event 
permits applications.  The resolution was approved unanimously as there were no 
questions asked. 
 
Lastly, Resolution 2021-03-23-050 was introduced, which authorized the extension of the 
Redevelopment Planner Agreement.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a motion to 
Table the resolution to the April 13, 2021 Commissioner Meeting so that further discussions 
and review could be held.  Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was then 
approved unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich read the following announcement into the minutes 
regarding the Elizabeth Place project (Snowden Avenue): 

 
The parcel for the construction of affordable housing on the Snowden 
Avenue site has been increased from approx. .89 acres to 1.04 acres.  Upon 
review of the block & lots to be included for development, as well as our 
municipal ordinances, it was determined that portions of Block 33 Lots 12, 
60.01, 16.01, and 18.01, which are located within the boundaries of 
the historic district, must be subdivided and merged with Block 33.02 Lot 1 
and Block 33.02 Lot 48.  As such, the subdivision application will be 
submitted to the Haddonfield Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) as 
well as the State Historic Preservation Commission (SHPO).  The developer, 
Community Investment Strategies (CIS)  will also file an application for a 
certificate of appropriateness with the HPC, in addition to its site plan 
application, which shall be filed with the Planning Board.   
  
The HPC and Planning Board meetings will be open to the public and 
noticed in accordance with the Municipal Land Use law (MLUL) and the 
Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA). All are welcome to attend, and/or to 
request the documents submitted by (CIS) by accessing the Borough 
website (www.haddonfieldnj.org)  or submitting an Open Public Records 
Request (OPRA) to the Borough Clerk, Ms. Deanna Bennett, RMC: 
dbennett@haddonfield-nj.gov 
 

Deputy Mayor Kasko provided a brief update on the Verizon Cell Tower project stating 
that the applicant will be withdrawing their application at this time. 
 
The Public Comment period was then opened. 
 
Mr. Rusc asked if the Affordable Housing Developer, Community Investment Strategies, 
Inc. (CIS), planned on doing an archaeology study at the Snowden Avenue site.  The 
Borough Administrator advised that when the Borough will have to do a Phase 1 Study 
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per the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  This study will be done in conjunction 
with the application to SHPO.  She further noted that this is only required for the grass area 
behind Borough Hall.  Mr. Rusc then asked when the archaeology study would be done.  
The Administrator stated that it would be started prior to the Historic Preservation 
Commission meeting in April, but we may not have the results prior to that meeting. 
 
Luis de Vila, Ellis Street, asked why the project was increased in size.  Commissioner Bianco 
Bezich replied that this had to be done due to the location of existing underground utilities 
requiring a modification in the layout.   
 
Mr. Rusc then asked, in reference to the Verizon Cell Tower application, if it was Verizon 
who requested the postponement.  Deputy Mayor Kasko replied that this was a result of 
discussions between the attorneys for the two parties and the request will come from the 
applicant.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich also noted that this this was not a postponement, 
but a withdrawal of the application. 
 
John Kawczynski, E. Summit Avenue, asked what happens with the lease when the 
application is withdrawn.  Deputy Mayor Kasko replied that the lease would become 
invalid and would have to be re-negotiated.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that 
everything would start over and the proper process would be followed, including the use 
of the bidding process.  The Borough Solicitor noted that the present lease is not 
enforceable. 
 
Jocelyn Sawyer, from Food and Water Watch, commented on the liquid nitrogen gas 
(LGN) transportation facility proposed in the Gibbstown area.  There are transportation 
routes that would be close enough to Haddonfield to cause danger issues should there 
be an accident.  She asked the Commissioner to pass a resolution to oppose this facility 
and referenced the issues should there be an explosion at such a plant.  She finished by 
stating that Governor Murphy needs to hear from concerned residents and towns on this 
issue and offered additional information to the Commissioners.  Commissioner Bianco 
Bezish asked if there are sample letters that could be provided or other communications 
from surrounding communities.  Ms. Sawyer noted that she has a sample resolution that 
she can send.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich indicated that she would be interested in 
seeing what the neighboring towns have submitted. 
 
Mr. Rusc asked if ground penetrating sonar would be used in the archaeological study 
at the Snowden Avenue site.  Both Commissioner Bianco Bezich and the Administrator 
replied that they were not sure if that would be required. 
 
Edward DeMarco, Upland Way, asked who would be responsible for future negotiations 
for cell towers.  Deputy Mayor Kasko replied that this would be discussed with the 
Borough’s professionals.  He also noted that the next Board of Commissioners may be the 
ones to make the decision on moving forward.  The Borough Solicitor commented that 
we would survey other communities to obtain information about their revenue 
agreements in the event that the Commissioners decide to move forward in the future.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted that this is the type of law that she practices, so she 
would make sure that everything is closely reviewed moving forward. 
 



Sarah McMahon, Reillywood Avenue, asked what effect the placement of the cell tower 
would have on the Borough’s Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI) and 
specifically Mountwell Park.  Deputy Mayor Kasko stated that there are no plans to take 
any of the property from the playground.  Ms. McMahon also noted that this area is not 
listed on the State’s website showing the ROSI inventories by municipality.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich stated that the Borough will pull the titles to any properties involved to 
ensure that there are no deed restrictions. 
 
Anne Johnson, Windsor Avenue, asked the Commissioners to please take the information 
provided by Jocelyn Sawyer regarding the liquid nitrogen gas transportation under 
consideration. 
 
Mr. Rusc then asked if there had previously been a Request for Proposal (RFP) done the 
cell tower in the past.  He also asked if the public would be able to weigh in on future 
agreements for this.  Deputy Mayor Kasko replied that there had not been an RFP done 
previously and there would certainly be times for public comment on future agreements. 
 
Rich Hluchan, Redman Avenue, stated that he found it very distressing that the lease with 
Verizon had been signed by the Administrator even when there was no public bidding 
process and asked how this could have happened.  He would like to get a commitment 
that there will be a public bidding process in the future.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
replied that the Commissioners have said that there will be a commitment for a public 
bidding process.  Mr. Hluchan then asked why that wasn’t followed previously.  Deputy 
Mayor Kasko stated that there was a lack of professional advice, or erroneous advice 
given at that time.  In recently reviewing that process it was discovered that this was not 
done in a valid manner, and Verizon would seem to agree since they are withdrawing 
their application.  He provided his commitment to follow the required laws in moving 
forward.  The Borough Solicitor underscored that Verizon came to the Borough asking for 
a tower, which their lawyer never discussed with him directly and then referenced case 
law regarding certain rights to providers; although, the borough does have the right to 
determine where the tower goes.  He further noted that there are complications if Verizon 
needs tower to provide their service and they are outbid.  This will be done through an 
RFP process in the future.  Mr. Hluchan stated that this should have been flagged from 
the beginning.  He then referenced the 1982 deed for the property that was chosen for 
the cell tower, noting that the land was to be used for recreational use.  The County has 
not released this restriction and asked if the Verizon application was still for use of this 
property.  The Borough Solicitor stated that he was aware of that deed when the County 
returned that property to the Borough once the County owned Mountwell Pool was 
closed.  Additionally, he was not sure that the cell tower was on any of that land, 
although he agreed that there were restrictions within that deed.  
 
Mr. Rusc asked if there wasn’t already a cell town on the Lake Street water tower.  Deputy 
Mayor Kasko replied that what is located there is not a cell tower.  Additionally, the issue 
moving forward is that the Borough does not own the water tower, and since the water 
tower is no longer in use it will need to be dismantled in the future.  Verizon is just looking 
for an alternative now.  He also noted that when the water tower is dismantled the 
property will be returned to the Borough from New Jersey American Water (NJAW).  The 
Administrator commented that in the agreement with NJAW the Borough continued to 



receive the revenues from the cell phone companies who currently had antennas there.  
Mr. Rusc then asked the Borough Solicitor if he had been aware of the negotiations for 
the lease at the Public works facilities.  The Borough Solicitor replied that he had not been 
involved. 
 
As there were no further questions or comments, Deputy Mayor Kasko wished everyone 
a Happy Easter.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich wished everyone a Happy Passover, Happy 
Easter, and happy spring.  She also urged everyone to support our local businesses. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


